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 “The zodiac is the most fundamental expression of periodic motion and cyclic series of changes because 

it refers to the seasonal relationship of the earth to the Sun, source of all energy and life” . 1

- Dane Rudhyar 

Introduction 

The 12 signs of the Zodiac form perhaps the most integral part of Astrology as we know it today. 

In this article I will attempt to shed light upon the profound structural components animating the 

Tropical Zodiac and how said structure, taken as a whole, points to profound Occult teachings 

concerning the nature and form of reality. A thorough discussion of what the Zodiac actually is, is 

reserved for another time, though much of what is discussed below does indeed shed light upon 

this what.  

Part I: Light and Darkness and the cycle of the year 

!  

^Many thanks to my good friend and fellow astrologer Kate Petty, of Ambient Astrology, for creating this graphic 

specifically for this article! Everything discussed in Parts I and II of the article and more are contained here. 

 A Fourth Dimensional Approach To The Zodiac, by Dane Rudhyar (source: Michael R. Meyer)1



The Tropical Zodiac is intimately tied to the yearly seasonal cycle of the northern hemisphere. 

This cycle is the dance of Day and Night . 2

Tropical means “turning” (from the Greek tropē) and, like a wheel, there are four main spokes 

that form its axes:  

1. the winter solstice 

2. the summer solstice 

3. the vernal equinox  

4. and the autumnal equinox  

During the two solstices the Sun is at its maximum northern or southern excursion relative to 

the celestial equator. During the two equinoxes it is crossing said equator, gradually climbing 

north or south. Day and Night are even at the equinoxes; polarized at the solstices.  

Regardless of what hemisphere one resides in the apparent path of the Sun (ecliptic) is the same. 

As it travels north it “rises” over the celestial equator and as it travels south it “sets” under the 

celestial equator - a Cosmic Horizon for our planet if you will . . . and if you won’t . . . well . . . I pity 

your lack of imagination . . . 

North vs South 

As the Sun reaches its most southerly position at the tropic of capricorn (the Winter Solstice) 

the result is the apex of the night force - the longest night meeting the shortest day. Coming to 

its most northerly position at the tropic of cancer (the Summer Solstice) the result is the apex of 

the day force - the longest day meeting the shortest night. At the Autumnal Equinox (the sign of 

Libra) the balance will tip in the direction of the night force - the night becoming gradually and 

noticeably longer. At the Vernal Equinox (the sign of Aries) the opposite occurs and the balance 

is tipped toward the ascendency of the day force resulting in the nights growing ever shorter . 3

 Rudhyar used the terms Day force and Night force in his book The Pulse of Life and we’ll be following him here 2

(http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar/pofl/pofl_p1p1.shtml). 

 I am again grateful to my friend Kate Petty for sharing the following discovery she made concerning the Baladi 3

Avasthas in Indian Astrology and what they tell us with regard to the structure of the Tropical Zodiac. These Avasthas 

are a 5-fold equal division of a sign called infant, youth, adult, old, and dead. In odd signs the ordering begins at the 

beginning of the sign, but in even signs it is reversed, such that we begin with the dead state at the earliest part of 

the sign. During the solstices, which occur at zero degrees of Cancer/Capricorn (even signs) we find the dead 

avastha in effect, which correlates well to the apex of the movements of light/darkness, for death is the completion 

of a life cycle. At the equinoxes we find instead the infant avastha at zero degrees of Aries/Leo (odd signs) and this is 

symbolic of new birth. The equinoxes mark a birth of ascendancy of day or night over its opposite.  

http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar/pofl/pofl_p1p1.shtml


Four-Fold Structure 

Four is symbolic of form, expressed as the four faces of Deity, the four elements - raw materials of 

life - the cardinal directions and more. When the circle is divided by four a perfect square is the 

result - the most unstable of all simple shapes. This reveals that manifestation is essentially 

dynamic - fundamentally in a state of constant flux.  

Two becomes Four. The dance between light and darkness clothes itself as the quaternary in the 

realm of forms - the cycle of year, the cycle of day/night , and even the soli-lunar cycle.  4

Day vs Night 

The realm of Day is that of movement while the siesta of Night is one of rest - multiplicity and 

unity. 

Truly Day and Night are two faces of one movement. Mrs. Blavatsky  tells us:  5

“According to the tenets of Eastern Occultism, Darkness is the one true actuality, the basis and the root 

of light, without which the latter could never manifest itself, nor even exist. Light is matter, and Darkness 

pure Spirit. Darkness, in its radical, metaphysical basis, is subjective and absolute light; while the latter in 

all its seeming effulgence and glory, is merely a mass of shadows, as it can never be eternal, and is simply 

an illusion, or Maya”.  67

As the two are in fact one we come to know them by their rhythmic interplay -  the turning 

(tropē) of the wheel of time (Kalachakra in Sanskrit). 

 The structure of the cycle of the year is repeated within the cycle of day/night - twilight and dusk are akin to the 4

equinoxes because at those brief periods of time the night/day appear to blend.  With no wild stretch of the 

imagination we can see that sunrise is akin to the spring equinox while sunset is akin to the fall equinox. After 

sunrise the Sun will move ever higher in the sky until its reaches its highest point in its daily arc of motion at around 

Noon relative to the local space of the observer - this highest point is synonymous with its most northern position in 

the yearly cycle which marks the summer solstice and the apex of the day force. At roughly midnight the Sun will be 

at its lowest point relative to the observer and this period of time becomes synonymous with the winter solstice 

wherein the Sun reaches its lowest point relative to the equator. We can even see how each hour, minute, or second 

can be subdivided by this same 4-fold structure, mirroring, yet again, the yearly cycle. 

 Yes . . . she was married . . . 5

 http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sd-pdf/SecretDoctrineVol1_eBook.pdf pg 70.6

 This reveals how in the Hebrew tradition and the Abrahamic faiths that followed it, including the most recent, the 7

Baha’i faith, day begins at sunset rather than sunrise.

http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sd-pdf/SecretDoctrineVol1_eBook.pdf


Modalities 

There are three types of signs: Cardinal - Fixed - Mutable. These three modalities correspond to 

the 3-fold nature of the 4 seasons - Three organizes and underlies the 4-fold structure of 

existence, a fundamental tenet of Occultism. Below they are elucidated: 

Cardinal Signs 

Dividing the circle by four yields the four cardinal signs (the solstice and equinox). The cardinal 

signs of the zodiac represent a major shift in the yearly cycle based upon balance of light/

darkness (as in the equinoxes) or imbalance of the same at the solstices marking the end of one 

hemi-cycle and the beginning of another.  

They correspond to the period of time in which the most fundamental energies that characterize 

a given season find their fullest expression through a sharply defined alteration in the path of 

LIGHT. These signs are akin to mountain peaks, while the signs that come before and after are 

like the adjacent slopes. 

Fixed Signs 

Dividing the circle by eight originates the fixed signs. During the periods of time lorded over by 

these signs the ascendency of day over night (or night over day) starts to become more 

noticeable and more marked within the consciousness of human beings; it becomes steady.  

The fixed signs following the solstices (Aquarius and Leo) mark a period of time in which the 

dominant force more noticeably loses its sway as the opposite force begins to reappear. In 

contrast the fixed signs following the equinoxes (Taurus and Scorpio) are periods of time in 

which the marked ascendency of one force over another becomes more concrete and 

therefore more apparent to those who experience it, whether plant, animal or Man. 

Mutable Signs 

The first division was by four (cardinal), followed by a division of eight (fixed) . 8

The mutable signs are a bit different. They are the result of addition. 8+4 yields 12.  

This profoundly illustrates the fact that the mutable or dual signs are a blend of cardinal and 

fixed. They correspond to the hidden 3rd principle present in any duality - uniting the two halves 

 360/4=90; 360/8=45; 90/2=458



of a whole. The Sage Jaimini regarded mutable signs as the strongest of the three modalities  9

thereby hinting at the superiority of the middle way as it is so called in Buddhist doctrine.  

The mutable signs fall between a fixed sign and a cardinal sign. During the period of time 

governed by these signs there is often a blending between the season preceding and the season 

following. In terms of light and darkness the mutable signs are the most intense and unstable of 

periods because they constitute the final push of day over that of night or of night over day 

before a balance (an equinox) or before an apex (a solstice). They are essentially signs of 

transition. 

Part II: The rulership scheme 

!  

^Taken from http://theastrologydictionary.com courtesy of Chris Brennan 

The structure of the zodiac, possessed of 12 signs of 30 degrees each, is based upon the 

combinations of the Sun-Moon dyad, the seasonal cycle, the speeds of the planets, and their 

distances relative to the Sun. The Sun’s movement north/south during the cycle of the year is 

accompanied and further defined by its other half (the Moon). The two lights occupy the most 

 See Jaimini Sutras, the section on strength. In the rasi style South Indian chart  the four mutable signs are in the 9

four corners of the chart, appearing as four pillars in a temple..

http://theastrologydictionary.com


northerly signs of the zodiac - like a king and queen they sit at the peak overlooking the 

kingdom. 

Kabbalistic Cosmology and the Hebrew Alphabet mirror the structure of the zodiac . In Hebrew 10

there are three mother letters out of which are created 7 double letters and finally a 3rd set 

emerges of 12 more letters for a total of 22. The 3 mother letters represent the 3-fold nature of 

Deity (the form of Deity that is unmanifest, in contrast to the manifested 4-fold form of Deity), 

while the 7 double letters correspond to the 7 rays of occult philosophy and thus the 7 planets. 

Out of these 7 symbolically come the 12 remaining letters, synonymous with the 12 signs of the 

zodiac. This is mirrored by the soli-lunar cycle, producing 12 lunations per year (sometimes 13). 

In Indian astrological parlance the zodiac is considered Kalapurusha - The Soul of Time - and 

likened to the inert or unconscious body of Lord Vishnu - having no active consciousness in and 

of itself. The term Kala highlights the point that the zodiac and its structure emerge from time, 

not from stars, and this time factor appears through the cycle of the year created by the earth’s 

motion around the Sun . 11

Turning ( . . . no pun intended . . . ) now to the rulership schema the Sun/Moon form a primal 

Dyad. 

They represent and behave as the primordial Yang and Yin - Day Force and Night Force - 

Masculine and Feminine - Positive and Negative. Therefore they are each afforded one sign as 

their domicile because in Truth they are one and the same, merely appearing as two halves of a 

whole. 

The remaining starry Grahas  are essentially androgynous and therefore own a day house and a 12

night house because Cosmologically in order for anything to manifest it must do so in a bi-polar 

In Neoplatonic cosmology the 8th sphere was commonly associated with the Zodiac. A question here arises: is it the 12 sign 10

Zodiac as we know it and use it, or is it merely an unformed Zodiac - an Ideal or Archetype that is unformed and unstructured? 

This would give us a 12 sign terrestrial Zodiac and a celestial undivided Zodiac which corresponds to the stars, hence the 27-28 

fold division called the Lunar Mansions, derived from the movement of the Moon against the background of fixed stars, and 

according to Ibn Arabi, the 28 Arabic letters. This alternate division of the 8th sphere is also based upon something more 

terrestrial, for the soli-lunar phases and the 28 lunar mansions are relative to our perspective here on earth, and the Moon herself 

is the satellite of the earth. Once again the division and structure of the Zodiac is secondary to what the 8th sphere actually is.

 It also appears in the fact that the order of planetary rulership of the signs reflects the planetary speeds from fast 11

to slow.

 The Sanskrit term used in place of planet and which actually means “seizer” as in something that seizes our 12

consciousness.



manner. This bi-polar nature creates tension which gives rise to existence. This tension is akin to 

the third principle present amidst any and all pairs of opposites - without it there would be only 

positive and negative forces of energy, symbolized as Fire and Ice in Germanic Cosmology, 

coming together and breaking apart to no end. An excellent analogy is a stringed instrument - 

too much tension (+ polarity) and the string snaps - too much slack (- polarity) and the string 

won’t produce sound - a balance (neutral polarity) yields the perfect tension required for sound - 

for music - and thus emerges the symphony of life. 

The Sun and Moon - the two lights - rule the two signs wherein exist the most light and heat 

during the year. A symmetrical pattern then emerges wherein as one travels one sign out from 

both lights the same planet emerges as the next ruler, ordered based on their speeds and 

distance from the Sun: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. 

Next, winter polarizes summer. Saturn stands as ruler of the two signs marking the coldest and 

darkest period of the year. Saturn is the darkest and furthest planet from the Sun. Therefore the 

darkest of all Grahas opposes the brightest of all Grahas (Sun and Moon) within the rulership 

scheme.  

Yet this is by no means the entire story.  

Part III: The Exaltations  13

 Before proceeding it is important to be aware that the Grahas corresponding to the diurnal sect, Sun/Jupiter/13

Saturn are all exalted in a sign that is in trine to one of their domiciles while the Grahas corresponding to the 

nocturnal sect, Moon/Venus/Mars are all exalted in signs that are sextile to one of their domiciles.



!  

^Taken from http://theastrologydictionary.com courtesy of Chris Brennan 

The contrast of light and darkness 

Observe the Sun, which has long been a symbol of Deity in many cultures and which is the 1st 

Graha given in the ordering system commonly known as planetary days. The Sun is exalted in the 

spring equinox - the sign of Aries. Spring corresponds to the birth of existence - the “let there be 

light” of Genesis. At the spring equinox night and day are equal with the days gradually about to 

become longer and longer until the longest day is the reality at the summer solstice. Therefore 

the Sun, representing the primal force of Day making the principle of Light empowered in spring, 

wherein the Sun is rising over the celestial equator and into the northern hemisphere - The Spring 

Equinox is thus the Cosmic Dawn of Humanity.  

Opposite this sign dwells Saturn, exalted in Libra - the autumnal equinox. The Sun opposes 

Saturn along the equinoctial axis while in the domicile scheme the Moon opposes Saturn along 

the solistial axis - the Moon being the other half of the Sun while Saturn having no other half 

because it is essentially androgynous like all the starry Grahas. Masculine signs form the 

equinoctial axis as feminine signs form the solistial axis, wherein the Moon is standing in for the 

Sun. This powerfully illustrates the masculine/feminine principles governing existence through bi-

polar tension. 

http://theastrologydictionary.com


Returning to Spring: New life, spurred on by the heat of the Sun, emerges and blooms. The 

generation and maintenance of life requires an equal balance of opposing forces; a perfect blend 

of heat and moisture is required. With the Sun exalted in Aries there abounds heat and following 

that, moisture from the Moon, exalted in Taurus, adjacent to Aries. This is repeated yet again by 

these two bodies ruling Aries and Cancer, and Cancer in neo-platonic philosophy was the gate of 

birth into form, the sign wherein souls come into the world through a watery matrix (a womb) - 

Capricorn was regarded as the gate of death or bodily dissolution - the extreme cold/dark of 

winter being anathema to life. 

The Moon’s domicile and sign of exaltation place it right next to the Sun in both schemes, 

preserving very important symmetry. Placing the Sun in Aries and the Moon in Taurus yields a 

waxing Moon - very significant in light of the fact that Spring is a period where the day force is 

gradually asserting itself over that of the night force - just as a waxing Moon increases in light. 

Placing the Moon in Cancer and the Sun in Leo produces a waning Moon, specifically in its 

balsamic phase. While the Full Moon is more synonymous with the Summer Solstice the balsamic 

Moon phase that symbolically occurs here may be illustrative of the fact that the day force will 

begin to yield to the night force just after the solstice occurs.  

Mercury 

Mercury is exalted in Virgo and in ancient Greco-Roman myth Mercury was a dweller between 

two worlds - the guide of souls to the underworld. Virgo is the sign of transition between the 6 

signs dealing with cosmic day or manifestation (Aries-Virgo) and the six signs dealing with 

cosmic night or non-manifestation (Libra-Pisces). This will become clearer later on when 

discussing the The Cycle of Being. 

Venus 

Venus is exalted in Pisces and relative to the Sun’s place of exaltation in Aries it is a day star 

rising above the cosmic horizon of the celestial equator. Venus was oft called Lucifer or Light 

Bringer and is the brightest of the starry Grahas. Venus in the exaltation scheme appears as a 

herald of the cosmic dawn of Spring. 

Jupiter 

Jupiter takes up its exaltation in Cancer which is appropriate because this links it directly to the 

Summer Solstice - the period of most heat and light and thus the part of the year wherein the 

potential for expansion is at its supreme height. Heat expands. By this exaltation Jupiter opposes 

Saturn as ruler of Capricorn illustrating another fundamental duality - that of expansion and 

contraction which occur through heat and cold.  



Mars 

Mars is exalted in Capricorn. His position here illustrates the push of the day force that occurs 

directly following the solstice. It also illustrates that this period of time as the darkest and 

coldest is evocative of the most malefic period of the year because the conditions necessary for 

life are least present. While Saturn brings stillness, darkness and immobility, Mars brings chaos 

and diffusion - yet Mars also symbolizes the spark of warmth and heat always present, at least 

potentially somewhere or somehow in the darkest, coldest reaches of space . . . Recall the Yin/

Yang symbol - as Yin reaches its apex it cannot help but become Yang and vice versa. Mars is 

exalted in the sign wherein a shift from total darkness to burgeoning day necessarily occurs and 

is then the lord of Aries - the vernal equinox - an interesting detail to ponder . . .  

One last subtlety is worth mentioning: Mercury and Venus are exalted in signs opposite one 

another while their domiciles are adjacent. The same situation is repeated between Mars and 

Jupiter. Amazing symmetry is further brought to light by the fact that Mercury and Venus orbit 

between the Sun and Earth while the orbits of Mars and Jupiter are on the other side of the earth 

relative to the Sun. 

Part IV: The Four Elements  

Aries is Fire and Fire initiates - Fire creates - Fire is heat and light. Sun/Mars the two fiery planets 

share this sign, a very logical reason for it being a fire sign. Aries as Fire sets the tone for how the 

remaining elements are arranged across the zodiac.  

Libra and Air  

Air is made to dance with Fire because Fire cannot exist or be sustained without oxygen. Thus 

Fire/Air sustain one another as they are both (+) elements. Water and Earth, both being (-) 

elements also sustain one another. Polarity is required for the birth of something new, but more 

of the same is required for its preservation and growth once it has been created. Opposites 

may attract for creative union yet occultly speaking “like attracts like”.  

As there are 4 elements and 12 signs there are logically three signs of each element. This 

underscores the fact that everything that exists is, by necessity, 3-fold - for three is a number of 

stability and perfect harmony and it is this number that all manifestation is secretly organized by. 

Three represents the unmanifested ordering principle (Arche). Therefore each element is afforded 

three signs underscoring this numerological Truth. Dividing the circle by three yields an 



equilateral triangle, the angles being 120 degrees each. This creates stability as the equilateral 

triangle is the most stable of shapes .  14

In tonal music notes are organized triadically to produce harmony. A chord requires a minimum 

of root (the 1st note of the chord/scale), 3rd and 5th to create harmony, whether minor/major/

augmented/diminished (four types of chords organized by a trinitarian pattern). Fire and Air thus 

alternate in increments of 60 degrees and are in harmony to one another just as numbers 1, 3, 5, 

7, 9 as odd numbers are in harmony with one another. Once the first two elements are assigned 

to the equinoctial signs the rest follow through the simple logic of alternation - all the fire/air 

signs get filled in mathematically. 

Cancer and Water 

Cancer is a feminine sign by virtue of elemental harmony. Aries and Cancer are the two signs 

marking significant turning points for the Day force . In Germanic Mythology Fire and Ice come 15

together in a violent clash to give rise to existence. Aries and Cancer, where the light of 

consciousness triumphs over the slumber of darkness, are 90 degrees apart, a tumultuous aspect 

(the perfect square being a very unstable geometric shape).  

Earth always follows Fire in the zodiac and Water always precedes it, and for good reason. 

Cancer marks the apex of diurnal ascendency wherein water douses the flame of Aries to give 

rise to the steam of existence. Fire and Water - aka Heat and Moisture - blend to create life thus 

the Moon, lord of the tides and watery mistress to the Sun, resides in watery Cancer. 

Earth 

Finally it is a fundamental Truth that opposing forces at their extremes are in fact the same and 

thus Water merges into Fire while Earth merges into Air. 

The last spoke of the 4-fold wheel must correspond to Earth as it is the only element remaining. 

Earth fits very well with the dark and cold of winter as it is also the most dense, inert and inactive 

element. 

In the solstices Water-Earth stabilize one another. Water is held and given form by Earth while 

the latter receives the capacity to house and harbour life in its many forms. 

 To observe this in action read about weight distribution in architecture.14

 This highlights the duality of the day force as (+) Aries and (-) Cancer, and is mirrored in the duality of the night 15

force as (+) Libra and (-) Capricorn.



Part V: Creation of the Universe and The Cycle of Being 

Rudhyar’s Cyclic Structure of Being outlined in his book Rhythm of Wholeness: 

!  

^Taken with permission from Khaldea.com. Special thanks to Michael R. Meyer. 

Inistence vs Existence  

In this conceptual model the wisdom of nature is poetically re-imagined. Inistence is Cosmic 

Winter as Existence is Cosmic Summer. Cosmic Spring begins at Cosmic Sunrise, Celestial Dawn - 

aptly titled The Gate of Sound and Cosmic Day covers the lower half of the circle. Cosmic Fall 

begins at Cosmic Sunset, Celestial Dusk - here titled The Gate of Silence. Cosmic Night extends 

from this latter Gate and covers the upper portion of the circle (Cosmic, Cosmic, Cosmic . . . 

don’t think I’ve used that word enough yet . . . ). This is a modern retelling of the Days and Nights 

of Brahman - the cycle of Manvantara and Pralaya. 

Rudhyar writes:  



“The Day period begins at the symbolic Sunrise, the Night at Sunset. Sunrise occurs when the principles of 

Unity and Multiplicity are of equal strength, with the principle of Multiplicity in dynamic ascent and the 

principle of Unity in retreat. During the Day all modes of consciousness are predominantly influenced by 

an objective approach to reality; during the Night, by a subjective approach. At the symbolic Noon of the 

cycle (Midday), the principle of Multiplicity reaches the maximum power possible for it to attain in the 

particular cycle under consideration. At Sunset the principles of Unity and Multiplicity are of equal 

strength, with the trend toward oneness in ascendance and the trend toward Multiplicity in retreat. At 

Midnight, the principle of Unity reaches the maximum of its possible strength — overpowering yet not 

absolute. Then the principle of Multiplicity begins once more to exert a dynamic influence, until at Sunrise 

its waxing strength balances that of the waning trend toward Unity”.   16

Tetragrammaton יהוה 
This four-fold structure of existence presented in Rudhyar’s model is synonymous with the 

Pythagorean Tetractys and the Kabbalistic Tetragrammaton - the name of God formed by the 

Hebrew letters י (Jod) - ה (He) - ו (Vau) - ה (He).  

!  

^This chart was conceived of by myself and kindly executed by my friend and fellow astrologer, Alex Valea of The 

Mercury Space. Special thanks to him. 

 http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar/rw/rw_c4_p1.shtml16

http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar/rw/rw_c4_p1.shtml


HP Blavatsky makes plain this fourfold nature of God, called by various names:  

“Tetragrammaton is Brahma Prajapati, who assumed four forms, in order to create four kinds of 

supernal creatures, i.e., made himself fourfold, or the manifest Quaternary (see Vishnu Purana, Book I. 

ch. V.); and who, after that, is re-born in the seven Rishis, his Manasaputras, “mind-born sons,”  17

Deity as three is unmanifest - Deity as four is manifest and thus arises seven - a sacred number in 

all traditions and for very good reason: 

“There are two Tetragrammatons: the Macro and the Microprosopus. The first is the absolute perfect 

Square, or the Tetractis within the Circle, both abstract conceptions, and is therefore called Ain — the 

Non-being, i.e., illimitable or absolute Be-ness. But when viewed as Microprosopus, or the “Heavenly 

man,” the manifested Logos, he is the triangle in the square — the sevenfold cube not the fourfold, or 

the plane Square.  Therefore, Tetragrammaton is the three made four and the four made three, and is 

represented on this Earth by his seven “companions,” or “Eyes” — the “Seven eyes of the Lord [the 5 

planets and two lights].” .  1819

Back to the Hebrew Tetragrammaton:  

● The first letter,  Jod is synonymous with the midnight state or Godhead  

● Vau is synonymous with the noon state or Natural Man 

● In between each of these there exists two of the letter He, the two equinoxes, the Two 

Gates 

● Jod is a symbol of the point of consciousness (the unmanifest Logos )  20

● Vau is a symbol of Multiplication or Multiplicity 

 http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sd-pdf/SecretDoctrineVol2_eBook.pdf pg 625.17

 Ibid pg 626.18

 Sri Aurobindo also speaks of a 4-fold nature of deity:  19

“for the active nature of the Godhead is fourfold” . . . “We become aware of a fourfold presence of the Divinity, 1) a Soul of self knowledge 

and world-knowledge, 2) a Soul of strength and power that seeks for and finds and uses its powers, 3) a Soul of mutuality and creation and 

relation and interchange between creature and creature, 4) a Soul of works that labours in the universe and serves all in each and turns the 

labour of each to the service of all others” (Essays on The Gita). Aurobindo also mentions the 4-fold nature of Divine Mother 

elsewhere and this same rationale underlies the original Caste system of India.

 In The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky speaks extensively about the Logos doctrine which is essentially trinitarian.20

http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sd-pdf/SecretDoctrineVol2_eBook.pdf


● Finally He means “window” and deals with interconnection and mediation - the marriage 

of Spirit and Matter  21

Thus the four letters of the Tetragrammaton correspond flawlessly to the four points in Rudhyar’s 

cyclic model and in the cyclic model of the Tropical Zodiac and the four seasons. 

What this highlights is extremely important for understanding the 12 fold structure of the 

Tropical Zodiac and the manner in which it is both the four cardinal signs - the major turning 

points in the yearly cycle - as the sacred 4-fold nature of Deity organizing and patterning the 

Cosmos. 

- AND -  

The 7 Grahas being symbolic of Deity further differentiating itself as the seven rays finding its 

most complete reflection in the septenary structure of Man - the Microcosm or Microprosopus 

(and herein lies the basis for the Zodiac as the Heavenly Man). 

Conclusion 

There is always much and more to speak of. It is my hope that the ideas summarized here will 

lead to those who read it to ponder further, enhancing not only their astrological practice, but 

clarifying the very rhythm of life itself. 

Blessings to all and good night. 

Glory To God Alone

 See http://www.meru.org/letteressays/letterindex.html for more on the Hebrew Alphabet.21

http://www.meru.org/letteressays/letterindex.html

